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COUNCIL: 
EXPLAINED

The Budget

Every council develops and follows an annual budget. 

The Budget outlines how Council will fund its plans and priorities. It is made up of three parts:

The Budget is reviewed annually to ensure it is responsible and financially sustainable.

Estimated Income 
Council receives money from a variety of different 
sources, and this is outlined in the Estimated 
Income section.

Estimated Expenditure 
The Estimated Expenditure section outlines how 
Council will allocate our income, to best meet our goals.

This includes Capital Works, which are new projects, as 
well as funding for maintaining and renewing existing 
assets such as roads, footpaths, and buildings.

Fees and Charges

Council offers a variety of services including venue and 
sportsground hire, planning assessments, compliance 
inspections and more. 

The Fees and Charges outline how much these 
services cost and is available on Council’s website 
for transparency.

-	 Estimated Income 

-	 Estimated Expenditure

-	 Fees and Charges

Draft Budget FY2026/2027

The following graphs show the income Council is expecting to receive in the financial year 2026/2027, and how we 
expect to spend it on investments, and Council services.

Other sources 2%

Interest on cash and investments 4%

Other revenue 4%

User fees and charges 7%

Grants and contributions 30%

Rates and annual charges 54%

Where Does The Money Come From?
(Estimated Income)
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The Draft Budget 
FY2026/2027  is 
available for feedback 
now! Visit the Have 
Your Say page today

https://haveyoursay.strathfield.nsw.gov.au/draft-delivery-program-
2025-2029-and-operational-plan-2026-2027

The Budget
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Environment and 
Public Domain

Customer Service Excellence

Long-term Financial 
Sustainability

Organisational Capability 
and Workforce Planning

Infrastructural Renewal

Community Engagement

Events

Urban Planning, Housing 
and Place Activation

Transport, Movement 
and Public Domain

How We Allocate Every $100 of the Budget
(Estimated Expenditure)

E.g. parks, 
waste services, 
streetscapes, 
cleansing

E.g. administration, 
financial oversight, 
commercial 
enterprise

E.g. policy, 
governance, human 
resourcing

E.g. asset 
management, 
roads, buildings

E.g. traffic, active 
transport

E.g. technology, 
customer 
experience, 
data, records

Parks, Open Space and 
Recreation

Roads, Footpaths, Kerbs 
& Gutters and Bridges

Other Capital Projects
(public safety, public artwork 

and active transport)

Equipment and Vehicles

Buildings and Other 
Structures

Town Centres and 
Streetscapes

Stormwater

Library Books

$21,487

$9,283

$3,208

$1,875

$1,530

$1,420

$700

$700

How We Are Investing in Our Assets ($’000)
(Investment Expenditure)
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